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the subject was the fall of Satan with his Angels.
There are groups and single figures falling in every
way I could think of, and the drawing is all in light
and shade, done with pen and bistre. There are
figures foreshortened in various ways, and the mode
I adopted was, I modelled the principal groups,
and some of the single figures, and then hung them
up with a string, taking my view, drew from the
model and put in the shadows, then traced my
drawing upon the cartoon till the whole was got in.
The upper figures receive the light from above, and
the lower groups from Hell as the flames begin to
rise. The little models of the figures near the
flames were shaded by placing a lamp below, so
that I obtained a correct and beautiful effect.
Previous to beginning the large work 1 had drawn
the design small, that having gone through
numerous changes. I of course used nature as
much as possible, and this most laborious early
performance has been preserved in ethe Liverpool
Institution. It has been sent this year (1856) to
Mr. Hogarth, Haymarket, London, to be cleaned
and repaired.
Mr. Roscoe had already given me serious advice
as to the course which I was to take in order
to become a sculptor. He would frequently say,
"No one can be a greater admirer of Michael
Angelo than I am myself, but I must remind you
that you are a sculptor; and to arrive at excellence